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1. CALL COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

2. ACCEPTANCE/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA  

 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

a) 2021.12.16 Regular Council Meeting 

 

4. DELEGATION   

 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

6. FINANCIAL REPORTS:  

a) Cheque Listing for 20210301 – 20220009 

 

7. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 

a) IDP – plan & map boundaries 

b) Council Orientation Training – (Councillors Barfuss, Christensen & Nish) – Date 

c) Emergency Management Elected Officials Training 

d) Water plant/well pump 

 

8. ADMINISTRATORS & COUNCIL REPORTS:  

a) Admin Report 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) 2022.01Alberta SW Bulletin 

b) 2021.12.01 Alberta SW Board Meeting  

c) 2022.01.06 CCES Minutes 

d) 2021.08.30 CCREM Minutes, approved  

e) Fortis AB  

f) 2021.12.16 Alberta Justice & Solicitor General 
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g) 2021.01.13 Jeff Edwards, Tofield 

h) Government of Alberta 

 

10. CLOSED MEETING:  

 

11. ADJOURNMENT:  





VILLAGE OF HILL SPRING     
December 21, 2021 


 
The Village of Hill Spring Regular Council Meeting was held at the Hill 
Spring Council Chambers on December 21, 2021 commencing at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In attendance:   Mayor Davis, and Councillors Barfuss, Christensen, French, and 
Nish 
 
Officials:  Village Manager, Janet Edwards,  
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 CALLED TO ORDER 
 
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
2021.12.221 
 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
2021.11.16 REGULAR 
COUNCIL MEETING 
2021.12.222 
 
 
DELEGATION 
BARB BAXTER  
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM 
MINUTES 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
COUNCIL CHEQUE 
LISTING 
20210273 - 20210300 
2021.12.223 
 
 
REVENUES & EXPENSES 
2021.12.224 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS FOR 
DISCUSSION 
ASSESSOR BYLAW  
2021-321 
2021.12.225 
 
 
2021.12.226 
 
 
2021.12.227 
 
 
2021.12.228 
 
 
APPOINTMENT OF 
ASSESSOR  
2021.12.229 
  
 
 
 


Mayor Davis called the Regular Council Meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Councillor Barfuss MOVED to accept the agenda as presented.  


Carried 
 
 
 
Councillor Christensen MOVED that the 2021.11.16  regular council meeting 
minutes be approved. 


Carried 
 
 
Barb Baxter presented her ideas of an Eco tourism Concept.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Barfuss MOVED to accept December 1, 2021 Cheque Listing 
20210273 – 20210300. 


Carried 
 
Councillor Christensen MOVED to accept the 2021 Dec. 16  Revenues & 
Expense report as information. 


Carried 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Christensen MOVED to give first reading to Assessor Bylaw 2021-
321. 


Carried 
Councillor Christensen MOVED to give second reading to Assessor Bylaw 
2021-321. 


Carried 
Councillor Christensen MOVED that Assessor Bylaw 2021-321be presented 
for third reading. 


Carried 
Mayor Davis MOVED that Assessor Bylaw 2021-321 be given third reading 
and passed. 


Carried 
 
 
Mayor Davis MOVED to appoint Benchmark Assessment Consultants Inc. as 
the Village Assessor. 


Carried 
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INTERMUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
2021.12.230 
 
COUNCIL ORIETATION 
TRAINING 
2021.12.231 
 
 
 
BONUS 
2021.12.232 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR, 
COUNCIL REPORTS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE 
2021.12.233 
 
 
CLOSED MEETING 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
2021.12.234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
Mayor Davis MOVED to table to January regular council meeting. 


Carried 
 


 
Councillor Christensen MOVED that the Village Manager provide training on 
roles and responsibilities of municipal councils  to the councillors that did not 
attend original training. 


Carried  
 
Councillor Christensen MOVED that the Village Manager be given a Christmas 
bonus in the amount of $150.00 and that Village volunteer Dan Rollier be 
given a $50.00 gift card with an appreciation card. 


Carried 
 
 
 
Councillor Barfuss MOVED to accept reports and correspondence as 
information. 


Carried 
No closed meeting. 
 
 
Councillor Nish  MOVED to adjourn @ 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


_________________________________________________ 
                    Mayor Dwight Davis 


 
 
 


_________________________________________________ 
                                         Village Manager Janet Edwards 
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VILLAGE OF HILL SPRING


2022-Jan-13Cheque Listing For Council
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Cheque #


Cheque


Date Vendor Name Invoice # Invoice Description


Invoice 


Amount


Cheque 


Amount


General 


Ledger


PAYMENT 20210301 2021-12-02 CANADA POST  34.08


2021.12.02 DECEMBER NEWSLETTER2-12-00-00-00-235  34.08 


PAYMENT 20210302 2021-12-02 KOODO MOBILE  97.95


NOV 27 2021 CELL PHONE2-12-00-00-00-215  49.70 


OCT 27 2021 OCT CELL PHONE2-12-00-00-00-215  48.25 


PAYMENT 20210303 2021-12-02 TELUS COMMUNICATIONS  304.08


NOV 28 2021 PHONE CHARGES2-12-00-00-00-215  152.25 


OCT 28 2021 PHONE CHARGES2-12-00-00-00-215  151.83 


PAYMENT 20210304 2021-12-02 XPLORNET  99.73


40367642 WP PHONE CHARGES2-41-00-00-00-270  99.73 


PAYMENT 20210305 2021-12-29 ALBERTA MUNICIPAL SERVICES CORPORATION  740.68


21-1041391 UTILITIES2-41-00-00-00-540  71.28 


21-1041391 UTILITIES2-12-00-00-00-540  175.33 


21-1041391 UTILITIES2-23-00-00-00-540  117.08 


21-1041391 UTILITIES2-32-00-00-00-540  376.99 


PAYMENT 20210306 2021-12-29 ALBERTA SOUTHWEST REGIONAL ALLIANCE  162.00


568 MEMBERSHIP FEES 20212-12-00-00-00-220  162.00 


PAYMENT 20210307 2021-12-29 BECK'S EXCAVATING & TRUCKING  14,606.55


3006 DEREK MEWS WATER AND SEWER INSTALL1-42-00-00-00-420  3,260.78 


3006 DEREK MEWS WATER AND SEWER INSTALL1-41-00-00-00-420  3,260.77 


3015 JOSH JACOBS WATER & SEWER1-42-00-00-00-420  3,638.25 


3015 JOSH JACOBS WATER & SEWER1-41-00-00-00-420  3,638.25 


3025 EXCAVATE & BACKFILL MANHOLES FOR MC GILLS2-42-00-00-00-250  525.00 


3025 TURN ON/OFF CURBSTOPS 9X2-41-00-00-00-250  283.50 


PAYMENT 20210308 2021-12-29 CAMFIELD GROUND WATER SERVICES  1,929.38


207 SERVICE CALL FOR WELL/PUMP2-41-00-00-00-252  1,929.38 


PAYMENT 20210309 2021-12-29 CANOE PROCUREMENT GROUP OF CANADA, A DIV OF RURAL  204.75


003414 MEMBERSHIP FEES AUG 2021 - JULY 20222-12-00-00-00-220  204.75 


PAYMENT 20210310 2021-12-29 CARDSTON COUNTY  83.00


20897 NOV 2021 REG DEM2-23-00-00-00-110  83.00 


PAYMENT 20210311 2021-12-29 CARO ANALYTICAL SERVICES  87.68


IC2129037 THM WATER SAMPLING2-41-00-00-00-510  87.68 


PAYMENT 20210312 2021-12-29 CITY OF LETHBRIDGE  156.33


65007 Q4 DISPATCHING SERVICE 20212-23-00-00-00-760  156.33 


PAYMENT 20210313 2021-12-29 CLEARTECH  668.85


1007498 CHLORINE FOR WP2-41-00-00-00-510  668.85 


PAYMENT 20210314 2021-12-29 DAVIS, DWIGHT  215.94


OCT NOV DEC 21 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT2-11-00-00-00-213  215.94 


PAYMENT 20210315 2021-12-29 EDWARDS, JANET  374.34


DEC 2021 MILEAGE2-12-00-00-00-113  162.84 


DEC 2021 GIFT CARD REIMBURSEMENT2-12-00-00-00-270  61.50 


DEC BONUS 2021 BONUS2-12-00-00-00-110  150.00 


PAYMENT 20210316 2021-12-29 FRENCH, SUZANNE  54.28


OCT - DEC 2021 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT2-11-00-00-00-213  54.28 


PAYMENT 20210317 2021-12-29 MUNIWARE  609.02


20211633 NOVEMBER SUPPORT2-12-00-00-00-230  304.51 


20211842 DECEMBER SUPPORT2-12-00-00-00-230  304.51 


PAYMENT 20210318 2021-12-29 NISH, MIKE  194.70


OCT - DEC 2021 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT2-11-00-00-00-213  194.70 


PAYMENT 20210319 2021-12-29 SHIDELER, DONALD  54.28


OCT 2021 EMERG SERVICES MEETING MILEAGE OCT 20212-11-00-00-00-213  54.28 


 20210320 2021-12-29 EDWARDS, JANET L


 20210321 2021-12-29 DAVIS, DWIGHT
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Cheque #


Cheque


Date Vendor Name Invoice # Invoice Description


Invoice 


Amount


Cheque 


Amount


General 


Ledger


 20210322 2021-12-29 FRENCH , SUZANNE


 20210323 2021-12-29 SHIDELER, DONALD


 20210324 2021-12-29 LYBBERT, MELISSA M


 20210325 2021-12-29 BARFUSS, RYAN


 20210326 2021-12-29 NISH, MIKE


PAYMENT 20210327 2021-12-29 RECEIVER GENERAL  665.47


DEC PAYROLL CPP4-00-00-00-00-235  306.26 


DEC PAYROLL EI4-00-00-00-00-236  107.28 


DEC PAYROLL IN TAX4-00-00-00-00-237  251.93 


PAYMENT 20220001 2022-01-11 BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT CONSULTANTS INC  1,207.50


2125 JAN - MAR 2022 ASSESSMENT2-12-00-00-00-300  1,207.50 


PAYMENT 20220002 2022-01-11 CANADA POST  36.86


JAN 2022 NEWL JAN. 2022 NEWSLETTER2-12-00-00-00-235  36.86 


PAYMENT 20220003 2022-01-11 CARDSTON COUNTY  9,157.65


21046 DEC 2021 WATER OPERATOR FEE2-41-00-00-00-250  2,666.67 


21049 CATTLE GUARD INSTALL TO WP2-41-00-00-00-250  6,490.98 


PAYMENT 20220004 2022-01-11 CARDSTON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES  4,422.00


CAR05-449 2022 FIRE REQUISITION2-23-00-00-00-750  4,422.00 


PAYMENT 20220005 2022-01-11 KOODO MOBILE  61.02


Dec 27 2021 CELL PHONE CHARGES2-12-00-00-00-215  61.02 


PAYMENT 20220006 2022-01-11 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION ASSN  236.25


02033 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL JAN. 2022 - JAN 20232-12-00-00-00-210  236.25 


PAYMENT 20220007 2022-01-11 SKOIEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION  3,622.50


0766 CONTRACTED CFO SERVICES2-12-00-00-00-230  3,622.50 


PAYMENT 20220008 2022-01-11 TELUS COMMUNICATIONS  146.06


DEC 28 2021 PHONE CHARGES2-12-00-00-00-215  146.06 


PAYMENT 20220009 2022-01-11 XPLORNET  99.73


40792975 WP PHONE2-41-00-00-00-270  99.73 


*** End of Report ***


Total  45,412.09
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Prepared for Cardston County & Village of Hill Spring 
 


This document is protected by Copyright and Trademark and may not be reproduced 
or modified in any manner, or for any purpose, except by written permission of the 
Oldman River Regional Services Commission.  This document has been prepared for 


the sole use of the Municipality addressed and the Oldman River Regional Services 
Commission.  This disclaimer is attached to and forms part of the document. 
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PART 1   INTRODUCTION 


1.1 Overview 


The Cardston County and Village of Hill Spring 


Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) has been 


developed to proactively encourage intermunicipal 


information sharing practices when processing 


applications for planning approval within the Plan Area. 


Explicitly, the Plan establishes a mechanism for 


referring redesignation, subdivision and development 


applications within the Plan Area, as well as outlines a dispute resolution process that allows 


mediation to take place at the local level. Policy statements have also been included in support 


of subregional planning initiatives and intermunicipal cost-sharing agreements in the event 


the County and Village collectively determine to explore such joint undertakings in the future. 


While the Plan primarily aspires to facilitate intermunicipal cooperation by promoting 


transparent land use planning decision-making, safeguarding the right to practice agriculture 


within the Plan Area is acknowledged as paramount within the context of southern Alberta’s 


rich farming and ranching heritage. Each municipality thus retains the exclusive authority for 


land use decision-making within its jurisdictional boundaries. 


1.2 Plan Goals 


The intended goals of the Intermunicipal Development Plan are: 


1. To provide for a continuous planning process that facilitates ongoing consultation, 


collaboration, and cooperation between the two municipalities. 


2. To recognize the importance of the existing agricultural pursuits located within the 


Plan Area and the need to minimize fragmentation of these lands. 


3. To achieve positive environmental outcomes by employing a comprehensive approach 


in support of land use planning and development decision making. 


4. To establish a planning approach that will facilitate as well as promote compatible and 


complementary land uses. 


5. To provide direction to developers regarding preferred development patterns within 


the Village and the Plan Area. 


  


Plan Area means the lands 
identified on Map 2 and includes 
those lands within the Village 
adjacent to the shared boundary. 
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1.3 Plan Area Context 


Cardston County and the Village of Hill Spring are located within the Crown of the Continent 


ecosystem, where the plains meet the Rocky Mountains.  As is the case with many rural 


communities, the identity of Hill Spring transcends the corporate limits of the Village and 


extends into the broader agricultural community.  Rural residents enjoy and contribute to the 


sense of place that Hill Spring evokes.   


A variety of opportunities for outdoor recreation exist in the nearby Waterton Reservoir, while 


Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park is only a short drive away.  Excellent vistas of the 


eastern slopes are provided from the Plan Area and within the Village.  From Chief Mountain 


to the south, the Porcupine Hills to the north, and the Village’s namesake hill to the west, 


one can experience the majesty of the Rockies and the serenity of the eastern slopes.  The 


Plan Area sits between two important water courses in the Belly and Waterton Rivers, and 


drains primarily into the Belly River sub-basin of the Oldman River watershed.  The 


opportunities provided by close proximity to water also present challenges with managing 


surface drainage as well as a need to carefully regulate land use and development in order 


to protect the natural environment. 


The Plan Area is a dryland and irrigated agricultural area, with agriculture being the 


predominant land use (MAP 2, MAP 3, MAP 4). As such, growth pressures have been limited 


and there has not previously been a need to enter into an intermunicipal development plan. 


Naturally, challenges and opportunities may arise on lands surrounding an urban municipality, 


and effective intermunicipal planning recognizes that coordinated communication between 


municipalities is an 


essential component of 


proactively managing 


development. 


Information sharing 


practices between the 


County and Village 


within the Plan Area 


should thus be seen as 


a mutually beneficial 


strategy to embody 


best practices while 


continuing to vest 


exclusive authority for 


land use decision-


making to each 
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municipality within their respective boundaries according to the existing statutory plans and 


land use bylaws currently in effect. 


1.4 Legislative Requirements 


In order to foster cooperation and mitigate conflict between municipalities, the Municipal 


Government Act, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, Chapter M-26 with amendments (MGA) 


requires all municipalities to complete and adopt an intermunicipal development plan with 


adjacent municipalities to make policies concerning the coordination of land use; future 


growth patterns; protection of the natural environment, water bodies and drainage patterns; 


and the provision of infrastructure. 


Specifically, section 631(1) of the MGA states: 


Two or more councils of municipalities that have common boundaries that are 
not members of a growth region as defined in section 708.01 must, by each 
passing a bylaw in accordance with this Part or in accordance with sections 12 
and 692, adopt an intermunicipal development plan to include those areas of 
land lying within the boundaries of the municipalities as they consider necessary. 


Section 631(8): 


An intermunicipal development plan  


(a) Must address 


(i) the future land use within the area, 


(ii) the manner of and the proposals for future development in the area, 


(iii) the provision of transportation systems for the area, either generally 
or specifically, 


(iv) the co-ordination of intermunicipal programs relating to the physical, 
social and economic development of the area, 


(v) environmental matters within the area, either generally or specifically, 
and 


(vi) any other matter related to the physical, social or economic 
development of the area that the councils consider necessary, 


and 


(b) Must include 


(i) A procedure to be used to resolve or attempt to resolve any conflict 
between the municipalities that have adopted the plan, 


(ii) A procedure to be used, by one or more municipalities, to amend or 
repeal the plan, and 


(iii) Provisions relating to the administration of the plan. 
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Finally, s. 638 establishes the paramountcy of an intermunicipal development plan: 


638(3) An intermunicipal development plan prevails to the extent of any conflict or 
inconsistency between 


(a) a municipal development plan, an area structure plan or an area 


redevelopment plan,  


(b) the intermunicipal development plan 


in respect of the development of the land to which the conflicting or inconsistent 
plans apply.  


In addition to MGA requirements, the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan (SSRP) became effective 
September 1, 2014 which introduced additional requirements when addressing land use matters. 
The SSRP uses a cumulative effects management approach to set policy direction for municipalities 
for the purpose of achieving environmental, economic and social goals within the South 
Saskatchewan region until 2024. Pursuant to section 13 of the Alberta Land Stewardship Act 
(ALSA), regional plans are legislative instruments.  The SSRP has four key parts: Introduction, 
Strategic Plan, Implementation Plan and Regulatory Details Plan. The Regulatory Details of the 
SSRP are enforceable as law and bind the Crown, decision makers, local governments and all 
other persons while the remaining portions are statements of policy to inform and are not intended 
to have binding legal effect.   
 
The SSRP is guided by the vision, outcomes and intended directions outlined in the 
Strategic Plan, while the Implementation Plan establishes the objectives and strategies to 
achieve the regional vision.  As part of the Implementation Plan, section 8: Community 
Development includes guidance regarding Planning Cooperation and Integration between 
municipalities with the intention to foster cooperation and coordination between 
neighbouring municipalities and between municipalities and provincial departments, boards 
and agencies.  Section 8 contains the following broad objectives and strategies: 
 


Planning Cooperation and Integration 


South Saskatchewan Regional Plan 


Objectives: 


• Cooperation and coordination are fostered among all land use planners and 
decision-makers involved in preparing and implementing land plans and 
strategies.   


• Knowledge sharing among communities is encouraged to promote the use of 
planning tools and the principles of efficient use of land to address community 
development in the region.  
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Strategies: 


8.1 Work together to achieve the shared environmental, economic, and social 
outcomes in the South Saskatchewan Regional Plan and minimize negative 
environmental cumulative effects. 


8.2 Address common planning issues, especially where valued natural features 
and historic resources are of interests to more than one stakeholder and 
where the possible effect of development transcends jurisdictional 
boundaries. 


8.3 Coordinate and work with each other in their respective planning activities 
(such as in the development of plans and policies) and development 
approval processes to address issues of mutual interest. 


8.4  Work together to anticipate, plan and set aside adequate land with the 
physical infrastructure and services required to accommodate future 
population growth and accompanying community development needs. 


8.5  Build awareness regarding the application of land-use planning tools that 
reduce the impact of residential, commercial and industrial developments 
on the land, including approaches and best practices for promoting the 
efficient use of private and public lands. 


8.6 Pursue joint use agreements, regional services commissions and any other 
joint cooperative arrangements that contribute specifially to intermunicipal 
land use planning. 


8.7 Consider the value of intermunicipal development planning to address land 
use on fringe areas, airport vicinity protection plans or other areas of 
mutual interest. 


8.8 Coordinate land use planning activities with First Nations, irrigation 
districts, school boards, health authorities and other agencies on areas of 
mutual interest. 


1.5 Plan Preparation Process & Procedure for Adoption 


In support of the plan preparation process, an analysis of the Plan Area was undertaken to 


review existing land use conditions and constraints, transportation systems, zoning, 


environmental and cultural resources, soils and annexation history, amongst other matters. 


While this research was being performed, a committee consisting of two council members 


from each municipality was formed and meetings were held throughout 2020 and 2021 to 


discuss the contents of the Plan.  A public consultation process consisted of direct mail-outs 


to all Plan Area landowners.  Submissions respecting the Plan were considered by the 


committee, prior to the adoption of the Plan by both municipalities. 
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PART 2   COORDINATED LAND USE MANAGEMENT 


2.1 Plan Area 


The Plan Area, illustrated on MAP 2, consists of approximately 1478 acres (598 ha). This Plan 


was created for the purposes of efficiently managing growth in the Plan Area and assisting 


decision makers in the review of land use redesignations as well as subdivision and 


development proposals by identifying general locations for future land uses and major 


transportation routes and road linkages.  


2.2 General Plan Policies 


Intent 


These general policies are applicable to all lands within the Plan Area and are intended to 


enable the implementation of an effectively coordinated growth management strategy. 


Policies 


2.2.1 Future land use within the Plan Area will continue to be primarily for extensive 


agriculture.  This does not preclude the establishment of non-agricultural land uses 


within the Plan Area. Decisions on applications for non-agricultural land uses shall be 


made in the context of the policies of this Plan and other relevant planning documents. 


2.2.2 Existing land uses with valid development permits issued on or before the date of 


adoption of this Plan may continue to operate in accordance with the provisions of the 


Cardston County Land Use Bylaw, Village of Hill Spring Land Use Bylaw and the MGA, 


as applicable.  New applications for land use redesignations as well as subdivision or 


development on these lands are subject to the policies contained in this Plan. 


2.2.3 The County and Village will continue to consult and cooperate together in discussing 


and planning in a positive, mutually beneficial manner that brings a regional 


perspective to land use decision-making. 


2.2.4 Any application submitted for redesignation of land under the County’s jurisdiction 


may be required to be accompanied by a professionally prepared area structure plan 


containing the information requirements as prescribed in the Cardston County Land 


Use Bylaw and Municipal Development Plan. 
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2.2.5 The required plans, design schemes or other reports in support of major 


subdivisions/developments must be professionally prepared and engineered, and both 


municipalities are encouraged to share with each other the results of these analyses. 


2.2.6 The Village wastewater treatment plant is located in the northeasterly portion 


SW¼ 17-4-27-W4M. In accordance with Section 12 of the Subdivision and 


Development Regulation, a subdivision or development authority shall not approve an 


application for the subdivision or development of a school, hospital, food 


establishment or residential use if the application would result in a property line of a 


lot created by subdivision, or the establishment of a building site approved for 


development, being located within 300 metres of the working area of an operating 


wastewater treatment plant (see Map 5). 


2.2.7 The Village’s raw water wells are located in the road allowance adjacent to Highway 


505, approximately 2.5 km (1.5 miles) north of the Village.  From there they are 


pumped to the water treatment plant and reservoir located west of the Village, within 


the SE¼ 13-4-28-W4M, and conveyed to the Village and surrounding residents in the 


County through the regional water line system.  Land use and development decisions 


shall ensure the protection of the water source and conveyance system. 


2.3 Agricultural Practices 


Intent 


Agricultural activities are to continue to operate under acceptable farming practices within 


the planning area. 


Policies 


2.3.1 Both municipalities recognize the importance of existing extensive agricultural 


(cultivation and grazing) uses of land within the County’s portion of the Plan Area. 


These agricultural activities are protected under provincial legislation and the impact 


on agricultural land uses should be considered when contemplating proposals for non-


agricultural uses within the Plan Area. 


2.3.2 To help support the sustainability and future growth of the urban centre, a confined 


feeding operation (CFO) exclusion area has been agreed upon with the Village of Hill 


Spring, with regard for prevailing winds and other physical features, so to attempt to 


provide a buffer from the noxious and odorous nature of CFOs. 


2.3.3 New confined feeding operations (CFOs) are not permitted to be established within 


the IDP Plan Area, as illustrated on Map 2. However, any existing CFOs located within 
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the Confined Feeding Exclusion Area are allowed to continue with their existing 


operations and may expand in accordance with the requirements of the Agricultural 


Operation Practices Act and Regulations.  Expansions should not negatively impact 


rural and urban residents of the area or the environment. 


2.3.4 If the County is in receipt of a notice of application from the Natural Resources 


Conservation Board (NRCB) for a new or expanded confined feeding operation, the 


County shall forward a copy of the notification to the Village. 


2.3.5 Both municipalities will work cooperatively in encouraging and supporting considerate 


farming practices as it pertains to such matters as the control of dust, weed and 


insects adjacent to developed areas through best management practices and 


guidelines prescribed by Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. 


2.4 Natural Environment, Recreation and Culture 


Intent 


Both municipalities seek to retain and enhance quality of life for residents in the Plan Area 


and across Cardston County and recognize the key function of the natural environment in 


doing so. 


Policies 


2.4.1 The County and Village should explore the potential to co-develop a conceptual plan 


for trails and/or outdoor recreation, either exclusively for the Plan Area or at a more 


expansive, regional scale, potentially in conjunction with the Village of Hill Spring. 


2.4.2 The County and Village should investigate the potential for intermunicipal planning 


initiatives that celebrate the distinct cultural heritage, family-oriented lifestyle, and/or 


stunning natural beauty that typifies the Plan Area and Cardston County. 


2.4.3 The County and Village recognize the significance of viewscapes, particularly those of 


the Rocky Mountains looking west from the Plan Area.  The protection of key 


viewscapes should be a consideration when dealing with land use and development 


proposals. 


2.4.4 Both municipalities are encouraged to consider the provincial wetland policy when 


making land use decisions in order to sustain and enhance the natural environment. 


2.4.5 Both municipalities may encourage the dedication of environmental reserve or an 


environmental reserve easement where appropriate for watercourses, natural 
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drainage courses, wetland areas and other areas within the Plan Area and recognize 


that the MGA authorizes: 


a. the dedication of a minimum 6-metre strip abutting a water course; and 


b. the dedication of lands consisting of a swamp, gully, ravine, coulee or 


natural drainage course; and 


c. the dedication of land that is subject to flooding or is unstable. 


2.4.6 For any development on lands that have been identified within a possible 


environmentally significant area (ESA) or where the municipality within which the 


development is proposed is of the opinion that the land may be within an ESA, the 


developer may be required to conduct an environmental impact assessment (EIA) and 


is responsible for contacting Alberta Environment and Parks. 


2.4.7 Each municipality encourages applicants of subdivision and development proposals to 


consult with the respective municipality, irrigation district, and provincial departments, 


as applicable, regarding water supply, drainage, setbacks from sensitive lands, and 


other planning matters relevant to the natural environment in advance of submitting 


a proposal. 


2.4.8 Lands that have been identified as possibly containing a historic resource value (HRV) 


may be required to conduct a historical resource impact assessment (HRIA) pursuant 


to the Historical Resources Act. 


2.5 Proposals in the Plan Area 


Intent 


Establishing clear policy for land use redesignation, subdivision and development referrals 


within the Plan Area is a transparent municipal growth strategy. 


Policies 


2.5.1 Incompatible land uses as well as fragmentation of lands in the Plan Area shall, where 


possible, be mitigated through transparent and effective coordination between County 


and Village; specifically, by adhering to the referral mechanism detailed in section 3.3.  


2.5.2 Subdivision applications as well as development applications for discretionary uses in 


the Plan Area will have regard for the existing transportation network to ensure the 


development does not compromise the safety and efficiency of the road network, shall 
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give consideration to potential impacts on urban expansion and shall be located so as 


not to preclude the rational future urban expansion of the Village. 


2.5.3 Should the County wish to approve applications for subdivision or development within 


the Plan Area, it may require applicants to submit a conceptual scheme that articulates 


the proposed land uses, density and sequencing of development, as well as the 


general location of major transportation routes and public utilities and all other 


requirements listed in the Cardston County Municipal Development Plan and Cardston 


County Land Use Bylaw.   


2.6 Village Infill 


Intent 


Establishing a series of policies for lands adjacent to the Plan Area within the Village of Hill 


Spring will complement future subdivision and development within the Plan Area. 


Policies 


2.6.1 Applications for subdivision in the Village may require the submission of a conceptual 


scheme at the request of the Development Authority of the Village. 


2.6.2 All subdivision applications will be required to include a site plan that identifies: 


a. A building envelope defining the developable area for each proposed lot 


that establishes adequate setbacks to protect potential road rights-of-way 


consistent with existing transportation patterns; 


b. Any storm water management facilities, existing and/or proposed, to 


ensure that the location of the facilities will not adversely impact existing 


transportation systems; and 


c. Any other information required. 


2.6.3 A detailed set of Architectural Controls establishing building envelopes to serve as a 


building scheme for the subdivision may be required to ensure buildings and 


improvements are suitably located on the land in relation to future roadways, property 


lines, and development.  The Architectural Controls are to be approved by the Village 


and prepared at the developer’s expense and registered on title. 


2.6.4 Development will be required to maintain adequate setbacks from potential road 


rights-of-way to facilitate efficient transportation patterns. 
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2.6.5 When preparing a development permit application, developers are encouraged to 


consider building orientation with respect to future subdivision potential, adjacent land 


use and transportation. 


2.7 Storm Water Drainage 


Intent 


Both municipalities appreciate best practices for storm water management as they pertain to 


land development and recognize the need to address storm water management early in the 


land development process. 


Policies 


2.7.1 Important drainage corridors and standing water bodies exist within the Plan Area and 


shall be considered at the time of land use and development proposals with the aim 


of mitigating flood risk, improving storm water drainage and protecting sensitive 


environmental areas. 


2.7.2 The County and Village may investigate the feasibility of jointly developing a regional 


storm water management strategy for the plan area. 


2.7.3 If the two municipalities agree to collaborate and formally undertake a more detailed 


study, any consulting and engineering costs involved in creating a plan will be through 


a separate agreement between the two municipalities prior to engaging in any such 


process.  Any agreement to cost share shall be governed by the ICF where applicable. 


2.7.4 Developers will be responsible to provide at their cost an engineered storm water 


management plan and obtain any necessary approvals required by Alberta 


Environment and Parks, specifically those approvals required under the Water Act as 


applicable, as well as any other applicable approvals.  In consideration of this 


requirement, the following policies are also applicable: 


a. Developers are encouraged to work with neighbours and develop storm 


water management systems for a larger area provided it is feasible and 


professionally engineered; 


b. Future development of lands within the Plan Area and/or within the Village 


must address the handling of storm water and may require a professionally 


prepared storm water management plan; 


c. The incorporation of Best Management Practices in the design of storm 


water management facilities is to be pursued, where possible. 
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2.8 Utilities and Servicing 


Intent 


Both municipalities desire quality development with consistent, efficient and acceptable 


servicing standards that account for and manage cumulative impacts. 


Policies 


2.8.1 Both municipalities recognize the importance of providing utilities efficiently and agree 


to coordinate, wherever possible, to determine appropriate locations and alignments 


of any utility or servicing infrastructure required to serve a proposed subdivision or 


development within the Plan Area, with one another as well as with provincial and 


federal agencies where applicable.   


2.8.2 Prior to any subdivision or development approval which proposes the use of municipal 


water or sewer under the adjacent municipality’s control or management, the 


developer must obtain approval in writing from the applicable municipality regarding 


the use of such infrastructure to serve the development or subdivision. 


2.8.3 When municipal water and wastewater services are proposed: 


a. It is the responsibility of the County to enter into an agreement with the 


Village for the provision of such services, whether on behalf of itself or a 


developer.  Any costs associated with connecting to municipal water and 


wastewater, including extending waterlines and installing associated 


infrastructure will be defined in the agreement and typically will be at the 


expense of the developer and any such agreement shall be in accordance 


with the applicable Joint Services Agreement (2013) and/or Intermunicipal 


Collaboration Framework (2020), or a successor document; 


b. The location of the required infrastructure to provide those services may 


be approved by the County based on discussions and negotiations between 


the County, the Village and the developer. 


2.8.4 When municipal water and wastewater services are not available for any subdivision 


or development proposal located 0.8 km (0.5 miles) or closer to the Village boundary, 


the developer may be required to enter into Deferred Service Development Agreement 


with the County, requiring connection and/or provision of such infrastructure in the 


future when warranted.  Considerations for defining when such infrastructure may be 


required include, but are not limited to, private system failure, proposed replacement 


of the system or subsequent subdivision of the property. 
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2.8.5 When municipal water and wastewater services are available to service any proposed 


subdivision or development, the developer may be required to connect to such 


services. 


2.9 Transportation 


Intent 


Policies are intended to foster enhanced coordination in the provision of linked road networks 


to ensure that these roads are functional, compatible and logical in order to facilitate orderly 


and planned growth that does not compromise future development. 


Policies 


2.9.1 Integrating the future road network in the Plan Area to the grid-pattern road network 


within the Village is a priority of this Plan, as it provides for efficient vehicular and 


pedestrian circulation as well as future extension of municipal water and wastewater 


infrastructure. 


2.9.2 The County may require dedication of road right-of-way on the final plan of subdivision 


for any proposal located 0.5 km or closer to the Village boundary. 


2.9.3 If road dedication or road improvement is a condition of subdivision approval, the 


developer will be required to enter into a development agreement for road 


construction or improvement and associated costs. 


2.9.4 Road construction may be deferred to a later subdivision or development stage subject 


to a deferred servicing/development agreement with either the County or Village as 


applicable. 


2.9.5 The County and Village will consult with Alberta Transportation regarding the 


implementation of this Plan.  A developer may be required to conduct traffic studies 


with respect to impact and access onto Highway 800 and any upgrading identified by 


traffic studies will be implemented at the sole cost of the developer and to the 


satisfaction of Alberta Transportation. Both municipalities shall endeavour to maintain 


open dialogue with Alberta Transportation respecting any proposed changes to the 


provincial highway system that may impact planning at the municipal and 


intermunicipal levels.  
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PART 3   PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 


3.1 Plan Validity and Amendment 


Intent 


It is recognized that this Plan may require amendment from time to time to keep it current.  


This Plan does not contain a “sunset” clause, but rather, includes a process for review to 


ensure its relevancy. 


Policies 


3.1.1 This Plan comes into effect on the date it is separately adopted by both County and 


Village. Either municipality may request that the Plan be rescinded and replaced with 


a new version upon serving written notice to the other municipality. The dispute 


resolution process stipulated in section 3.4 will be undertaken should the municipalities 


be unable to reach an agreement. 


3.1.2 Amendments to this Plan may be necessary from time to time to accommodate agreed 


upon changes or to address unforeseen circumstances not specifically addressed in 


the Plan; any amendments must be adopted by both councils using the procedures 


established in the MGA. No amendment shall come into force until such time as both 


municipalities adopt the amending bylaw. 


3.1.3 Requests for amendments to this Plan by parties other than the County or Village may 


be made to the municipality in which the request originated and be accompanied by 


the applicable processing fee to each municipality for amending a statutory plan. 


3.1.4 Upon agreement by both municipalities to a proposed amendment to the Plan, a joint 


public hearing may be held in accordance with the MGA. 


3.1.5 The Plan Committee is encouraged to maintain an ongoing dialogue with respect to 


land use planning matters of mutual interest by meeting annually to review the policies 


of the Plan.  The Committee may make recommendations to the respective councils 


concerning amendments to this Plan to ensure the policies continue to accurately 


reflect the needs of both municipalities. 
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3.2 Intermunicipal Development Plan Committee 


Intent 


The establishment of the Plan Committee is intended to facilitate continued cooperation and, 


wherever possible, the resolution of potential conflict through a consensus-based decision 


making process. 


Policies 


3.2.1 A Plan Committee will be established between the County and Village for the purposes 


of ensuring continued communication between the municipalities and to provide a 


forum to review and comment on matters that may have an impact on either 


municipality. 


3.2.2 The Plan Committee will be an advisory body and may make comments or 


recommendations to the County and Village.  In its advisory capacity, the Committee 


does not have decision making authority or powers with respect to planning matters 


in the County or Village. 


3.2.3 The Committee will be comprised of four elected officials, two from the County and 


two from the Village.  The Committee may, at its discretion, also include whatever 


number of resource personnel deemed appropriate in a non-voting capacity.  A 


resource person may serve as secretary to the Committee and is responsible for 


recording the minutes of all Committee meetings and preparing the recommendations 


of the Committee. 


3.2.4 Members of the Committee will make their best efforts to attend each meeting. A 


chairman will be selected at each committee meeting. 


3.2.5 Changes to the Committee format, composition, roles, responsibilities or any aspect 


of its existence or operation may be requested by either municipality.  Council may 


refer any proposed changes to the Committee for recommendation.  Any changes to 


the Plan require an amendment to the Plan and adoption in accordance with section 


3.1.2 of Plan Validity and Amendment. 


3.2.6 The County and Village agree that the purpose of the Committee is to: 


a. Provide a forum for discussion of land use matters within the Plan Area; 


b. Provide recommendation(s) for proposed amendments to the Plan; 


c. Discuss and address issues regarding Plan implementation; 


d. Review and provide comment on referrals under section 3.3 and any other 


matters referred to the Committee; 
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e. Provide recommendation(s) regarding intermunicipal issues in an effort to 


avoid a dispute; and  


f. Provide a forum for discussion of any other matter of joint interest identified 


by either municipality. 


3.2.7 Meetings of the Committee may be held at the request of either municipality. 


3.2.8 A matter may be brought before the Committee by the administrative staff of either 


the County or Village.  Where a matter involving the two municipalities cannot be 


resolved to the satisfaction of the Committee, the Committee is authorized to initiate 


the conflict resolution system in this Plan, section 3.4 Dispute Resolution. 


3.2.9 If a matter has been referred to the Committee for comment, the supporting 


documentation will be sent to Committee members prior to the meeting.  If all 


Committee members respond with no concerns regarding the referred matter, the 


meeting may be cancelled at the Committee’s discretion. 


3.3 Intermunicipal Referrals 


Intent 


To establish a process for consistent and transparent sharing of information necessary to 


make decisions in accordance with the intent of the Plan. 


Policies 


Joint Committee Meeting Prior To Application Submission 


3.3.1 The municipality in receipt of an inquiry or preliminary submission shall contact the 


other municipality to discuss the possibility of holding a joint meeting between an 


applicant and the Committee prior to the submission of an application for proposals 


that: 


a. Utilize Village servicing; 


b. May impact drainage on lands within the Village or the Plan Area; 


c. May have the potential to impact lands within the Village or the Plan Area 


by causing noise, dust, odour or other nuisances; and 


d. Any subdivision application within the Plan Area or within the Village 


adjacent to the common boundary. 
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3.3.2 The intention of the meeting is to understand the scope of the project and determine 


potential impacts including but not limited to servicing, drainage and road 


requirements. 


Referral Process 


3.3.3 Any of the following that affect lands in the Plan Area or land within the Village 


adjacent to the corporate boundary will be forwarded to the other municipality for 


comment prior to a decision being made on the application or document: 


• Municipal Development Plans 


• Area Structure Plans 


• Area Redevelopment Plans 


• Conceptual Schemes 


• Overlay Plans 


• Land Use Bylaws 


• Land Use Redesignations 


• Subdivision Applications 


• Development Applications (Discretionary Uses) 


The receiving municipality may request the above-mentioned document(s) or 


application(s) be referred to the Plan Committee for comment prior to a decision being 


rendered. 


3.3.4 The municipalities are encouraged to refer to each other for comment on major land 


use or planning matters that have the potential to impact the other jurisdiction, even 


if it involves lands that may not be located within the Plan Area or does not fall within 


the list in Section 3.3.3. 


Response Timelines and Consideration of Referral Responses 


3.3.6 The receiving municipality will, from the date of mailing, have the following timelines 


to review and provide comment on intermunicipal referrals: 


a. 15 days for development applications, 


b. 19 days for subdivision applications, and 


c. 30 days for all other intermunicipal referrals. 


3.3.7 In the event that an intermunicipal referral is forwarded to the Plan Committee for 


review and comment, the municipality requesting the committee meeting may include 


a written request for an extension of the referral timelines indicated in 3.3.6.  If an 


extension request is included, the referral timelines in 3.3.6 do not apply. 
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3.3.8 Where deemed necessary, a Committee meeting will be scheduled as soon as possible 


and a written response from the Committee will be provided within five days of the 


Committee meeting date. 


3.3.9 In the event that either municipality and/or the Committee does not reply within, or 


request an extension to, the response time for intermunicipal referrals stipulated in 


section 3.3.8, it will be assumed that the responding municipality and/or Committee 


has no comment or objection to the referred planning document or application. 


3.3.10 Written comments from the receiving municipality and/or the Plan Committee that are 


provided prior to or at the public hearing or meeting will be considered by the 


municipality in which the plan, scheme, land use bylaw, subdivision application, 


development application or amendment is being proposed. 
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Figure 1: IDP Referral Mechanism Flowchart 
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3.4 Dispute Resolution 


Intent 


The intent of the dispute resolution process is to maximize opportunities for discussion and 


review in order to resolve areas of disagreement early in the process.  Despite the best efforts 


of both municipalities, it is understood that disputes may arise from time to time affecting 


land use within the Plan boundary.  The following process is intended to settle disputes 


through consensus and minimize the need for formal mediation. 


Policies 


General Agreement 


3.4.1 The County and Village agree that it is important to avoid dispute by ensuring that the 


Plan is adhered to as adopted, including full circulation of any permit or application 


that may affect the municipality or as required in the Plan and prompt enforcement of 


the Plan policies. 


3.4.2 Prior to the meeting of the Committee, each municipality through its administration, 


will ensure the facts of the issue have been investigated and clarified, and information 


is made available to both parties.  Staff meetings are encouraged to discuss possible 


solutions. 


3.4.3 The Committee should discuss the issue or dispute with the intent to seek a 


recommended solution by consensus. 


Dispute Resolution Process 


In the event a dispute arises, the following process will be adhered to. 


3.4.4 When a potential intermunicipal issue comes to the attention of either municipality 


relating to a technical or procedural matter, such as inadequate notification or 


prescribed timelines, misinterpretation of Plan policies, or a clerical error regarding 


the policies of this Plan, either municipality’s land use bylaw, or any other plan 


affecting lands in the Plan Area, it will be directed to the administrators of each 


municipality.  The administrators will review the technical or procedural matter and if 


both administrators are in agreement, take action to rectify the matter. 


3.4.5 Should either municipality identify an issue related to this Plan that may result in a 


dispute that cannot be administratively resolved under section 3.4.4 or any other issue 


that may result in a dispute, the municipality should contact the other and request 
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that a Plan Committee meeting be scheduled to discuss the issue.  The Committee will 


review the issue and attempt to resolve the matter by consensus. 


3.4.6 Should the Plan Committee be unable to arrive at a consensus, the administration of 


each municipality will schedule a joint meeting of the two councils to discuss possible 


solutions and attempt to reach consensus on the issue. 


3.4.7 Should the councils be unable to resolve the matter, either municipality may initiate a 


formal mediation process to facilitate resolution of the issue. 


Figure 2: IDP General Dispute Process 
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Filing an Intermunicipal Dispute under the MGA 


3.4.8 In the case of a dispute involving the adoption of a statutory plan, land use bylaw or 


amendment to such, within 30 days of adoption, the municipality initiating the dispute 


may, without prejudice, file an appeal to the Land and Property Rights Tribunal under 


section 690(1) of the MGA so that the provincial statutory right and timeframe to file 


an appeal is not lost. 


3.4.9 The appeal may then be withdrawn, without prejudice, if a solution or agreement is 


reached between the two municipalities prior to the Land and Property Rights Tribunal 


meeting.  This is to acknowledge and respect that the time required to seek resolution 


or mediation may not be able to occur within the 30 day appeal filing process as 


outlined in the MGA. 


Note: Using section 690(1) of the MGA is the final stage of dispute settlement, where the 
municipalities request the Municipal Government Board to intercede and resolve the 
issue. 


3.5 Plan Adoption and Implementation 


The policies in the Plan constitute the framework for decision making on proposals for land 


use redesignations, subdivision and development within the Plan Area. The MGA stipulates 


that all statutory plans adopted by a municipality must be consistent with each other, and 


moreover that an intermunicipal development plan shall prevail if an inconsistency arises with 


another statutory plan adopted by the municipality. It follows that the following process and 


policies will need to be implemented by each municipality. 


Adoption 


3.5.1 The County and Village prepare the Plan in accordance with the requirements of the 


MGA, including advertising and conducting a public consultation process, prior to 


passing the respective adopting bylaws. 


3.5.2 This Plan comes into effect on the date it was adopted by both the County and Village, 


after receiving three readings of the bylaw(s). 
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Implementation 


3.5.3 The County and Village agree to ensure that the policies of this Plan are properly, 


fairly and reasonably implemented. 


3.5.4 Upon adoption of the Plan, the County and Village will each review and amend its land 


use bylaw to conform to the policies of this Plan. Furthermore, the County will review 


and amend its municipal development plan to ensure it reflects the principles, goals 


and policies of this Plan, while the Village will ensure the same in respect of any 


municipal development plan it adopts in the future. 


3.5.5 To achieve continued success in implementing the Plan and help ensure that the goals 


and coordinated land use planning approach emphasized is successful, the County 


and Village agree to: 


a. Require that all area structure plans or conceptual scheme proposals, 


submitted by a developer within the Plan Area, conform to the principles 


and policies of the Plan; and 


b. Consult on an ongoing basis, and refer to each other, major land use or 


planning matters that have the potential to impact the other jurisdiction, 


even if it involves land that may not be located within the Plan Area. 


3.5.6 The County and Village are encouraged to regularly review the Plan to ensure the 


policies remain relevant and continue to meet the needs of both municipalities. 


3.5.7 The County and Village are bound by the SSRP and will consider the following in 


respect of the SSRP legislation: 


a. The County and Village agree that they will comply with the strategies 


contained in the SSRP and are of the opinion this Plan aligns with those 


strategies; 


b. If, following adoption of the Plan, it is subsequently determined that 


additional amendments are needed to the Plan to adhere to provincial 


requirements of the SSRP, both municipalities will review and discuss 


possible amendments through the Plan Committee. 


3.5.8 When any amendments to the Plan are proposed, the municipalities will follow the 


process and policies as outlined in the Plan.  No amendment shall come into force 


until such time as both municipalities adopt the amending bylaw. 
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2022.01.18 Admin Report  
 
 


 


CAO REPORT 


COUNCIL MEETING January 18, 2022 


This report is to provide council with an update on the activities and projects of the Village; the 


intent is to provide council with a brief update of noteworthy activities and events. 


SPOT POWER  


 


LANE CLOSURE 


The lane closure packages have been submitted to the Lethbridge office for review, as protocol, 


before being submitted to the minister’s office. 


 


WATER AND SEWER EXTENSION 


Water and sewer have been extended to the Derek Mews property and Josh Jacobs property. 


IDP MEETING 
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2022.01.18 Admin Report  
 
 


YEAR END PROCEDURES  


Hakon Skoien and I completed the year end procedures for MuniWare and Hakon is preparing 


audit papers and grant accounting submissions.  


EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MEETING  


I attended the Regional Emergency Management Agency Committee. CAO’s were all reminded 


that council needs to be getting their Elected Officials Emergency Management Training done on 


line and when that is done certificate of completion is required by the regional DEM Marian 


Carlson.  


TAX ARREARS 


In December the Village received $13,733.26 in tax arrears.  


 


Land Use Bylaw  
Day to day office work 
Month End Procedures 
Tax Certificates 
Lane Closure Preparations 
Cash Receipting  
Banking 
Accounting updates 
Letters 
Meeting agendas 
Development permits and MPC Meeting 








MINUTES OF THE CARDSTON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY MEETING HELD JANUARY 6, 
2022, AT THE CARDSTON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY BUILDING  
 
Board Members Present:    
Mike Nish – Village of Hill Spring    Paula Brown – Town of Cardston 
John Grainger – Town of Cardston (zoom)  Tom Nish – Cardston County 
Cam Francis - Cardston County   
                 
Others Present:  
Danny Melvin – Fire Chief        Suzanne Pierson – Secretary/Treasurer 
Spencer Olsen – Deputy Fire Chief                    
                               
Commenced at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Paula Brown in the chair.                                                        
 
Opening Prayer: Tom Nish 
  
AGENDA  
  
John Grainger moved to approve the agenda as amended.                              Carried  
  
MINUTES  


The minutes of the December 2, 2021, meeting was discussed.    


Cam Francis moved to accept the minutes of the December 2, 2021, meeting.                        Carried 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
Paula Brown advised that the swim passes are covered in the Authorities 2022 Budget.  
 
John Grainger inquired as to whether Danny Melvin had completed a list of hydrants that need fixed or 
replaced.  Danny advised that the fire crews will survey the fire hydrants next Thursday within the Town of 
Cardston and make a list of suggestions for repairs and relocations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
Danny Melvin reported that the December Emergency Services statistics are as follows: 1 MVC, 2 false 
alarms, and 6 supports (smoke detectors, co alarm battery died, fires with a burn permit).  Danny is in the 
process of gathering By-laws from other fire departments regarding charging citizens for responding to false 
alarms. 
 
Danny Melvin advised that he visited with the Village of Hill Spring and is planning on putting in a power 
door and new tables for Mid River area. 







MINUTES CCES MEETING JANUARY 6, 2022 
 


2 
 


 
Danny Melvin reported the SCBA bottles have been tested and everything is in good working order.  The 
bottles on loan to Magrath will be returned soon. 
 
Danny Melvin advised that he has spoken with Magrath and they would like to change the response areas.  
Danny is suggesting that the south side of Highway 501 be the Authorities responsibility and the north be 
taken over by Magrath.  The Jefferson area may be taken over by the Authority as it takes Magrath a lot 
longer to respond.  Danny will be in further discussion with the Magrath Fire Department and will bring 
back the final decision to the board. 
 
Danny Melvin reported that he has not been able to meet with the Blood Tribe but will keep in contact with 
them. 
 
Danny Melvin advised the Fire Chief in Magrath is wanting to let his training lapse to perform (QMP) fire 
inspections within the Town of Magrath.  Danny is concerned that someone should be able to perform 
(QMP) fire inspections in their community.  The Cardston County board representatives will pass on the 
information. 
 
Tom Nish moved to approve Danny Melvin’s report.                              Carried  
 
ADJOURNMENT  


Mike Nish moved to adjourn.                                       Carried  


Adjournment at 5:23 p.m. 


Next board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 3, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. at the Cardston County 
Emergency Services Building.    


  


              
Chairman   
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Alberta SouthWest Regional Economic Development Alliance 
International Economic Development Council (IEDC) Accredited Economic Development Organization (AEDO) 


Green Destinations Top 100 Sustainable Global Destinations and Top 3 Best of the Americas 
 


Box 1041 Pincher Creek AB T0K 1W0 
403-627-3373 (office) 403-627-0244 (cell)  
bev@albertasouthwest.com 
www.albertasouthwest.com 


Alberta SouthWest Bulletin January 2022 
Regional Economic Development Alliance (REDA) Update 


 


❖ Invest in Alberta/Xperience Alberta 2022 
The annual Economic Developers Alberta magazine will soon be in mailboxes. In the meantime, have a look at the 


digital version of this “two part” magazine!  


The REDAs and AlbertaSW communities have invested in being well-represented. 


https://invest-in-alberta.ca/digital-issue/ 
 


Here are just a few AlbertaSW highlights to look for!  
 


Invest in Alberta 


• REDAs: pages 16-21 


• Renewables: pages 32-37 


• Claresholm/MD Willow Creek: pages 68-69 


• Fort Macleod: page 76 
 


Xperience Alberta 


• Claresholm/MD Willow Creek: page 16  
• Peaks to Prairies: page 27 


• Lethbridge College: pages 48-49 


• RINSA: pages 63-64 
 


❖ Planning and possibilities for 2022 
At the January 5 meeting the Board reviewed some successes of the past year and identified priorities and 


opportunities related to issues of housing, industrial land development, red tape reduction, renewable energy 


development, cell phone coverage, local business support and tourism development. 
 


❖ Check your speed! 
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) has a tool on its website that will enable you to test your internet speed! 


https://rmalberta.com/advocacy/toolkits-and-initiatives/cira-internet-performance-test/ 
 


❖ Check your community info! 
If you have time, visit www.albertasouthwest.com  and have a look at your community information on the website, 


especially in the “Move Here” and “Invest Here” sections. We can quickly update text as needed!  
 


❖ New federal PrairiesCan office established in southern Alberta 
Linda Erickson is the Senior Business Officer for the new Prairies Economic Development Canada (PrairiesCan) 


We also welcome the opportunity to work Selena McLean-Moore, who is now our provincial government Regional 


Economic Development Specialist for 3 REDAs: AlbertaSW, SouthGrow and Palliser Economic Partnership. 
 


❖ Economic Developers Alberta (EDA)  
Annual Xperience Conference and Leadership Summit 


April 6-8, 2022; mark your calendar and consider attending. 


More information at https://www.edaalberta.ca/xperience2022 
 



mailto:bev@albertasouthwest.com
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Alberta SouthWest Regional Alliance 
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 


Wednesday December 1, 2021-Heritage Inn, Pincher Creek 
 


Board Representatives 


Brent Feyter, Fort Macleod 


Keith Robinson, Waterton 


Brad Schlossberger, Claresholm  


Cam Francis, Cardston County 


Dale Gugala, Stavely 


Kevin Todd, Nanton 


Rick Lemire, MD Pincher Creek 


Barb Burnett, Cowley 


Sahra Nodge, Pincher Creek 


 


Resource Staff  


Robert Strauss, CAO, MD Ranchland 


Bev Thornton, AlbertaSW  


1 Call to Order/ 


Election of Officers 


Bev Thornton, Executive Director called the meeting to order. 


Executive Director called for nominations for the position of Chair. 


Brad Schlossberger nominated Brent Feyter. 


Blair Painter moved THAT nominations cease. 


Carried. [2021-12-748] 


Brent Feyter named Chair for 2021-2022. 
 


The Chair called for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair. 


Dale Gugala nominated Brad Schlossberger. 


Blair Painter moved THAT nominations cease. 


Carried. [2021-12-749] 


Brad Schlossberger named Vice-Chair for 2021-2022. 
 


The Chair called for nominations for the position of Secretary Treasurer. 


Rick Lemire nominated Sahra Nodge. 


Cam Francis moved THAT nominations cease. 


Carried. [2021-12-750] 


Sahra Nodge named Secretary Treasurer 2021-2022. 
 


Moved by Dale Gugala THAT Barbara Burnett be designated as an additional 


signing authority. 


Carried. [2021-12-751] 
 


Moved by Rick Lemire THAT the Board affirms Brent Feyter, Brad 


Schlossberger, Sahra Nodge and Barbara Burnett to have signing authority on 


behalf of Alberta SouthWest Regional Alliance Ltd. 


Carried. [2021-12-752] 


 


2 Approval of Agenda Moved by Brad Schlossberger THAT the agenda be approved as presented. 


Carried. [2021-12-753] 


 


3 Approval of Minutes  Moved by Brad Schlossberger THAT the Minutes of November 3, 2021 be 


approved as presented. 


Carried. [2021-12-754] 


 


4 Approval of Cheque Register Moved by Sahra Nodge THAT cheques #2989 to #3000 be approved as 


presented. 


Carried. [2021-12-755] 


 


5 Communications, Information-


sharing and Training 


 


Board discussed preferences for distributing Minutes, monthly Board Bulletin 


and other communication updates and information. 


Suggested that the Bulletin could include community highlights. 







Economic Development 101 for Elected Officials and Community Leaders will 


be scheduled in late February-early March 2022. 


 


6 Regional Promotion Board reviewed list of ads and feature stories placed in publications in 2021-


2022. This list will be reviewed again when planning for 2022-2023. 


 


7 Zero Emissions Vehicle 


Infrastructure Program 


(ZEVIP)  


SouthGrow is administering this $2M fund to support municipalities and 


businesses install EV charging infrastructure. Priority will be given to those 


who have submitted a letter of interest.  


Accepted as information. Call Bev if you have further questions. 


 


8 University of Lethbridge 


Project Proposal 


 


University of Lethbridge has proposed that AlbertaSW work with a team of 


students on a “visualized data” project; film production data could become an 


interactive map of movie locations in AlbertaSW.  


Agreed to look into this further. 


 


9 Succession Planning/ 


How to sell your business 


 


This joint project of 9 Community Futures Offices offers expert business 


coaching and access to on-line buyer-seller forum. Program ends March 2022. 


AlbertaSW has added the program information to our website. 


Discussion noted that municipalities with land and assets for sale may also be 


“clients” for this program. Bev will look into that idea further. 


 


10  Rural Engagement Survey The province has a new secretariat of Rural Economic Development that is 


part of Agriculture and Forestry. In addition to meeting with community 


groups and agencies, the province is asking for input via an on-line survey. 


Survey closes December 18, 2021. Participation is encouraged. 


https://www.alberta.ca/rural-economic-development-engagement.aspx 
 


11 Executive Director Report Accepted as information 


 


12 Round table updates Accepted as information. This is an opportunity to share community successes, 


new investment, business development and new opportunities. 


 


13 Upcoming Meeting January 5, 2022: NO MEETING 


February 3, 2022: location to be determined 
 


14 Adjourn  Moved by Dale Gugala THAT the meeting be adjourned.  


Carried. [2021-12-756] 


 


    


  Chair 


Approved January 5, 2022 


 


  


  Secretary/Treasurer 


 


 



https://www.alberta.ca/rural-economic-development-engagement.aspx






Cardston County Regional Emergency Management Agency 
Meeting Minutes 
August 30, 2021 APPROVED 


 
The Cardston County Regional Emergency Management Agency Meeting  
was held at the Cardston County Council Chambers on August 30,  2021 
commencing at 1:35 p.m. 
 
In attendance:   Marian Carlson – CCRDEM, Janet Edwards – Hill Spring, Carrie 
Kinahan – Glenwood, Murray Millward – Cardston County, Jeff Shaw – Town of 
Cardston, James Suffredine – Town of Magrath 
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 CALLED TO ORDER 
 
ADOPTION OF THE 
AGENDA 
2021.08.01 
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
PLAN REVIEW  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Regional DEM Marian Carlson called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
Carrie Kinahan moved to adopt the agenda as amended. 
Additions: Mel Dewinter – Emergency Center trailer 
Carried 
 
 
 
Marian reviewed the Regional Emergency Plan with some areas that need 
attention. Anything specific to each municipality that can be updated can be 
emailed to Marian, mariancarlson0@gmail.com, so that she can keep the 
plan updated.  
 
● User group # 2 is yet to be identified and completed and User group #3 
    needs to be reviewed to be sure it is up to date and update anything that is 
    not. Anything related to each municipality in user group #3 needs to be 
    updated by that municipality and emailed to Marian. 
 
● Food & Restaurants, pg. 34 – this page needs to be updated with contacts 
     for each company and to draw up agreements for each of these vendors to 
     have in place in the case of emergency.  
 
● Southern Alberta Resources Sharing Agreement – Marian suggested that 
    any municipalities that did not have this agreement in place should 
    consider it. 
 
● Mutual aid agreements -  Marian would like a copy of current existing 
    mutual aid agreements from each municipality. Marian indicated that there 
    needs to be a formal agreement with any municipality that would be 
    considered for evacuation and clarity as to where the evacuation point 
    would be, and a mutual aid agreement in place. Marian Carlson will contact 
    Luke Palmer with the City of Lethbridge. 
    Jeff Shaw agreed to review roadbuilder rates.  
 
● Community education – Marian indicated that each community needs to 
    have an education program of some sort for educating people in the 
    municipalities to prepare them for an emergency and potential evacuation. 
   This will be planned before end of 2022. 
 
● Reception Centers – an individual needs to be chosen and assigned for 
    managing a reception center. (10.6, pg. 73) There needs to be an up-dated 
    list of reception center equipment.  
 
● Pet and livestock – There are no plans for how to remove pets and livestock 
    and where they will be housed. Police/RCMP home entry only. 
    A template to be drafted for dog/animal registry. 
 
● Communication  - someone needs to be appointed as communications 
    Personnel. (pg. 95) 



mailto:mariancarlson0@gmail.com
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ADJOURNMENT 
2021.08.02 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
● Re-entry plan – point of contact needs to be completed. 
 
● Pandemic Plan – Marian asked if all communities had a business continuity 
     plan in place and reiterated the importance of that plan and the need to 
     keep it updated.  
 
● Regional hazard Assessment – Pg. 124 Marian questioned as to why the 
     ratings for high intensity residential fire and tornado were considered 
     moderate by 3 communities and not by others. This is something to look at 
     in more detail.  
 
● AEMA Review  - this meeting is scheduled with Gary Dzioba on Friday, 
    October 15, 2021 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. A reminder and location will be 
    forthcoming. 
 
● Advisory Committee – this meeting is scheduled for Sept. 9, 2021 @ 1:00 
    p.m. at the Magrath Council Chambers. The meeting will be in person or 
    virtual. 
 
● ICS 300 training – Marian will collaborate with Gary Dzioba to facilitate this 
    training.  
 
● Mel Dewinter – Mel is asking for a location to store the trailer. Location yet 
     to be determined. 
 
● Additional Training – The agency was asked if they had any resources to let 
    Marian know. Scribes is an important resource as well as many others. 
 
● Annual exercise – Marian suggested that we needed to plan an annual 
emergency exercise. It was mentioned that there was one planned but never 
was completed because of COVID restrictions. Carrie Kinahan will forward a 
copy of the plane to Marian so she can review it.  
 
● Budget – Marian will work with Murray Millward in developing a budget to 
    present to this committee.  
 
● Ministerial Order – the ministerial order is to be requested through 
    Cardston County. 
 
● Regional Emergency Management Agreement – Marian asked the agency 
    members to send her a copy of the resolutions accepting the REM 
    Agreement.  
 
 
James Suffredine moved to adjourn this meeting at 3:13 p.m. 
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December 23, 2022 
 
RE: Approved FortisAlberta 2022 Distribution Rates 


As a follow up to our correspondence in September 2021, FortisAlberta has received approval from the 


Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) for its distribution rates, effective January 1, 2022. In addition, the 


AUC has approved the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) 2022 tariff resulting in adjustments to 


the Base Transmission Adjustment Rider, the Quarterly Transmission Adjustment Rider and Balancing 


Pool Allocation. FortisAlberta collects and flows through all transmission and Balancing Pool costs billed 


by the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) as approved by the AUC. 


The attached charts illustrate the estimated percentages and average changes for each rate class based 


on estimated consumption and demand between December 2021 and January 2022 on a distribution 


rate only basis and a bundled bill basis from your retailer. The bundled bill percentages indicated on the 


attached chart will vary slightly compared to the version you received in September, as it reflects the 


transmission rate rider adjustments.  Additionally, in January most quotation packages will now 


breakdown project costs into three categories which are Construction (Labour, Equipment & Services), 


Materials and Engineering (Project Management & Administrative). 


We thank you for the opportunity to advise you of these updates. Please feel free to contact me or your 


Stakeholder Relations Manager should you have any questions or require further information.  


Sincerely,  


 
 
Dave Hunka 
Manager, Municipalities  
P: (780) 464‐8311  
C: (780) 868‐7040  
E: Dave.Hunka@FortisAlberta.com 
 
 







 
 


 


 


  


 


 
 


2022 Approved Rates 
Average Monthly Bill Impacts by Rate Class  


DISTRIBUTION ONLY 
 


 


 


Rate 
Rate Class 
Description 


Consumption 
Usage 


Demand 
Usage Dec 2021 Bill Jan 2022 bill $ Difference 


% 
Change 


        
  300 kWh  $32.15 $34.23 $2.08 6.5% 


11 Residential 640 kWh  $40.07 $43.61 $3.54 8.8% 
 


 1200 kWh  $53.12 $59.07 $5.95 11.2% 
 


       
 


 900 kWh 5 kVA $85.06 $84.09 -$0.97 -1.1% 


21 Farm  
(Breaker Billed) 1,400 kWh 10 kVA $155.79 $163.10 $7.31 4.7% 


 
 7,500 kWh 25 kVA $368.00 $467.62 $99.62 27.1% 


 
       


  700 kWh 10 kVA $155.79 $175.92 $20.13 12.9% 


22 Farm  
(Demand Metered) 3,000 kWh 20 kVA $297.26 $334.24 $36.98 12.4% 


  15,000 kWh 60 kVA $863.13 $960.27 $97.14 11.3% 
        
  6,000 kWh 20 kW $788.22 $955.87 $167.65 21.3% 


26 
FortisAlberta 
Irrigation 


14,518 kWh 33 kW $1,338.94 $1,569.54 $230.60 17.2% 


 *Seasonal bill 
impact 


45,000 kWh 100 kW $4,053.98 $4,732.32 $678.34 16.7% 


 
       


31 
Streetlighting 
(Investment) 


5,144 kWh 12,500 W $2,327.79 $2,454.03 $126.24 5.4% 


38 Yard Lighting 5,000 kWh 12,000 W $1,462.13 $1,540.42 $78.29 5.4% 
  Rates 31 and 38 are based on 100 HPS Lights in assorted fixture wattages. 
        
 


 1,083 kWh 5 kW $73.59 $81.57 $7.98 10.8% 


41 
Small General 
Service 


2,165 kWh 10 kW $130.52 $135.17 $4.65 3.6% 


 10,825 kWh 50 kW $585.96 $563.97 -$21.99 -3.8% 
 


       
 


 2,590 kWh 7.5 kW $180.51 $190.07 $9.56 5.3% 


44/45 
Oil and Gas 
Service 


5,179 kWh 15 kW $336.72 $362.28 $25.56 7.6% 


 
 25,895 kWh 75 kW $1,517.52 $1,739.98 $222.46 14.7% 


 
       


 
 32,137 kWh 100 kW $589.40 $512.25 -$77.15 -13.1% 


61 General Service 63,071 kWh 196 kW $940.88 $971.97 $31.09 3.3% 
 


 482,055 kWh 1500 kW $4,840.13 $7,198.73 $2,358.60 48.7% 
 


       
 


 824,585 kWh 2500 kW $9,525.10 $8,843.73 -$681.37 -7.2% 


63 
Large General 
Service 


1,529,869 kWh 4638 kW $11,081.29 $9,659.21 -$1,422.08 -12.8% 


 
 3,298,338 kWh 10,000 kW $14,984.13 $11,704.42 -$3,279.71 -21.9% 


        


65 
Transmission 
Connected 
Service 


The Distribution component will increase from $39.17/day to $44.39/per day. 
The Transmission Component is the applicable rate of the AESO. 


 







 
 


 


 


 
 


2022 Approved Rates 
Average Monthly Bill Impacts by Rate Class 


BUNDLED BILL Including Energy, Retail, and DT Rates & Riders 
 


 


 


Rate 
Rate Class 
Description 


Consumption 
Usage 


Demand 
Usage Dec 2021 Bill Jan 2022 bill $ Difference 


% 
Change 


        
  300 kWh  $84.56 $87.16 $2.60 3.1% 


11 Residential 640 kWh  $142.55 $147.11 $4.56 3.2% 
 


 1200 kWh  $238.03 $245.89 $7.86 3.3% 
 


       
 


 900 kWh 5 kVA $120.10 $119.66 -$0.44 -0.4% 


21 Farm  
(Breaker Billed) 


1,400 kWh 10 kVA $365.92 $376.95 $11.03 3.0% 
 


 7,500 kWh 25 kVA $1,468.04 $1,587.70 $119.66 8.2% 
 


       
  700 kWh 10 kVA $264.07 $286.10 $22.03 8.3% 


22 Farm  
(Demand Metered) 


3,000 kWh 20 kVA $741.46 $786.50 $45.04 6.1% 


  15,000 kWh 60 kVA $3,059.59 $3,196.84 $137.25 4.5% 
        
 


 6,000 kWh 20 kW $1,885.54 $1,998.02 $112.48 6.0% 


26 
FortisAlberta 
Irrigation 14,518 kWh 33 kW $4,036.60 $4,128.10 $91.50 2.3% 


 *Seasonal bill 
impact 45,000 kWh 100 kW $12,091.65 $12,352.68 $260.96 2.2% 


        


31 
Streetlighting 
(Investment) 5,144 kWh 12,500 W $3,143.78 $3,248.47 $104.69 3.3% 


38 Yard Lighting 5,000 kWh 12,000 W $2,071.40 $2,122.97 $51.57 2.5% 
  Rates 31 and 38 are based on 100 HPS Lights in assorted fixture wattages. 
 


       
 1,083 kWh 5 kW $247.45 $260.36 $13.91 5.6% 


41 
Small General 
Service 2,165 kWh 10 kW $468.02 $483.76 $15.74 3.4% 


 
 10,825 kWh 50 kW $2,240.67 $2,271.04 $30.37 1.4% 


 
       


 
 2,590 kWh 7.5 kW $541.13 $552.45 $11.31 2.1% 


44/45 
Oil and Gas 
Service 5,179 kWh 15 kW $1,046.48 $1,075.60 $29.12 2.8% 


 
 25,895 kWh 75 kW $5,019.69 $5,260.75 $241.06 4.8% 


 
       


 
 32,137 kWh 100 kW $5,265.59 $5,379.66 $114.06 2.2% 


61 General Service 63,071 kWh 196 kW $9,964.94 $10,378.19 $413.26 4.1% 
 


 482,055 kWh 1500 kW $73,723.22 $79,082.84 $5,359.63 7.3% 
 


       
 


 824,585 kWh 2500 kW $123,198.90 $126,649.57 $3,450.67 2.8% 


63 
Large General 
Service 


1,529,869 kWh 4638 kW $214,210.76 $220,451.82 $6,241.07 2.9% 


 
 3,298,338 kWh 10,000 kW $452,804.15 $466,043.40 $13,239.25 2.9% 


        


65 
Transmission 
Connected 
Service 


The Distribution component will increase from $39.17/day to $44.39/per day. 
The Transmission Component is the applicable rate of the AESO. 


 


Riders Included:     Retail/Energy Price Assumptions 
Municipal Franchise Fee Rates 11 through 44 – Jan 2021 to Dec 2021                                                       


Average EEAI RRT Rates 
Municipal assessment Rider (0.73% on July 1, 2021)  Rates 61 and 63 – November 2020 to October 2021                                           
2021 Base TAR & 2022 Base TAR   Average EPCOR Default Supply Rate 
2021 Q4 QTAR and 2022 Q1 QTAR 
2021 BPAR and 2022 BPAR 
Utility Deferral Adjustment Rider 







 
 


 


CUSTOMER CONTRIBUTIONS SCHEDULES ** 


Table 1 
Maximum Investment Levels for Distribution Facilities 


When the Investment Term is 15 years or more 
 


 
**Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) Decision 26817-D01-2021, Dec. 15, 2021. 
    Maximum Investment Levels are reduced if the expected Investment Term is less than 15 years. 
 
 


Type of Service Maximum Investment Level 


Rate 11 Residential $2,677 per service 


Rate 11 Residential Development 
$2,677 per service, less FortisAlberta’s costs of 
metering and final connection 


Rate 21 Farm and Rate 23 Grain Drying  $6,072 base investment, plus 


$869 per kVA of Peak Demand 


Rate 26 Irrigation $6,072 base investment, plus 


$966 per kW of Peak Demand 


Rate 38 Yard Lighting $864 per fixture 


Rate 31 Streetlighting (Investment Option) $3,125 per fixture 


Rate 41 Small General Service $6,072 base investment, plus 


$966 per kW of Peak Demand 


Rate 45 Oil and Gas Service $6,072 base investment, plus 


$966 per kW of Peak Demand 


FortisAlberta invests as required per unmetered 
to metered service conversion program. 


Rate 61 General Service (less than or equal to 2 
MW) 


$6,072 base investment, plus 


$966 per kW for the first 150 kW, plus 


$121 for additional kW of Peak Demand 


Rate 63 Large General Service (over 2 MW) 
(Distribution Connected) 


$109 per kW of Peak Demand, plus 


$120 per metre of Customer Extension 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 


Municipal Government Act 


Amendments for 


Unpaid Oil and Gas Property Taxes 
 


The Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021, restores a special lien and 


clarifies other powers municipalities can use to require oil and gas companies to pay overdue property taxes. 


These changes build on the Provincial Education Requisition Credit (PERC) program that gives municipalities 


credit for education property taxes unpaid by oil and gas companies. Municipal Affairs will continue to support 


municipalities by extending the PERC program to include the 2023-24 fiscal year.  


How do 
municipalities 


impose the special 
lien on companies? 


 
The amendments to the Municipal Government Act (MGA) restore the process 
used by municipalities prior to 2019.   


The amendments clarify that the tax collection process is specific to the debtor’s 
assessable property within the municipality’s official boundaries. 


The amendments also enable a 120-day redemption period to protect financially 
vulnerable oil and gas companies by allowing negotiation of payment 
arrangements.  


Furthermore, the amendments allow municipalities to collect taxes from the 
operator or the owner of linear property or machinery and equipment. 


This special lien, like the special lien under the existing section 348 of the MGA, 
arises by operation of provincial law, and not from a municipality ‘placing’ the lien 
on debtor property. 


 Therefore, the special lien for linear property and machinery and equipment 
comes into existence automatically when the tax debt is not satisfied at the 
due date. The lien ceases to exist automatically when the tax debt is fully 
satisfied. 


Because the special lien arises automatically, by the authority of provincial 
statute, smaller municipalities with fewer legal resources should not be limited in 
their ability to apply the special lien and to seek collection of arrears.  


For more information on the tax recovery process, municipalities can review the 
tax recovery guide found at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460136959. 


How quickly will 
municipalities be 


able to recoup their 
unpaid taxes? 


 
Restoring the special lien provision provides a much-needed tool for 
municipalities to recover unpaid property taxes in order to fund essential 
services. 


Municipalities are encouraged to negotiate a payment plan with companies that 
have debts. The lien is likely to be more effective as an incentive to negotiate 
those plans than if invoked in a debt or insolvency proceeding that involves a 
company with limited remaining financial resources. 



https://open.alberta.ca/publications/9781460136959
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What happens if 
two different 


municipalities have 
a lien against the 
same company? 


 
The special lien applies to the assessable property within the municipality. 
Municipalities are not competing for the same assets. 


Are these liens 
expected to make 
more oil and gas 


companies become 
insolvent? 


 
The vast majority of oil and gas companies in Alberta pay their property taxes.   


It is highly unlikely that restoring the special lien will increase the number of oil 
and gas company insolvencies. 


The Licensee Management Program under the new liability management 
framework enables the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) to work with struggling 
operators on a case-by-case basis on mitigations and actions that can help them 
manage their liabilities, maximize their assets, and maintain their operations. 


What if a company 
goes under and 


they have a long list 
of creditors waiting 


for payment? 


 
Restoring the special lien provision re-establishes the order of repayment for 
linear property, and machinery and equipment, to match other assessable 
properties.  


The amendments restore the priority of municipalities ahead of other creditors 
but behind the Crown and environmental regulatory obligations.   


Why should 
companies be able 


to drill new wells 
without first putting 


up some kind of 
collateral to be able 


to cover the 
problems they are 
causing down the 


road? 


 
The government will continue to discuss stakeholder concerns on a number of 
challenges related to mature oil and gas sites, including possible royalty 
incentives for reclamation, reclamation certification process, and surface rights 
compensation review process. 


The Alberta government is taking a proactive approach to managing liability 
through the Liability Management Framework, which came into effect in July 
2020. 


The Framework includes expansions to the Orphan Well Association (OWA)’s 
mandate to mitigate the risk of orphan sites. 


The OWA is funded by industry to address ‘orphan’ properties, when the AER 
determines there is no longer a legally and financially responsible party able to 
deal with the environmental obligations. 


The new liability framework will address the root, and not only the symptoms, of 
an issue that all energy-producing jurisdictions are facing. 


During its multi-stage implementation, the new framework will shrink the 
inventory of inactive and orphaned wells across the province, accelerating the 
timely restoration of land.  


The new framework sets clear expectations throughout the life cycle of oil and 
gas projects which will provide certainty for development while protecting future 
generations of Albertans from experiencing a backlog of these sites. 


This improved system also enables the regulator to work with struggling 
operators on a case-by-case basis on mitigations and actions that can help them 
manage their liabilities, maximize their assets, and maintain their operations.  
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As part of this framework, the AER may now consider an applicant, licensee or 
approval holder’s unpaid municipal taxes and surface lease payments when 
assessing licensee eligibility. 


If the provincial 
government is 
extending the 


PERC program to 
help municipalities, 
doesn’t that mean 


the government will 
have less in general 


revenue to give to 
municipalities to do 


things like build 
infrastructure? 


 
The provincial government recognizes that municipalities continue to deal with 
the problem of uncollectable property taxes from oil and gas companies due to 
the economic downturn.  


The government is extending the PERC program to help municipalities deal with 
the financial challenges caused by this issue.  


The provision of education property tax credits under PERC will not impact 
municipal grant funding or education funding.  


The extension of PERC without the requirement to cancel municipal taxes on 
affected properties provides municipalities with much needed cash flow while 
they are in the process of recovering unpaid taxes. If the uncollectable taxes are 
eventually recovered in whole or in part, the recovered amounts must be remitted 
to the province. 


What is the long-
term goal of this 


strategy? Will the 
tax relief for shallow 


gas wells and 
associated 


pipelines, as well as 
the PERC program, 


be continued in 
future years? 


 
Shallow gas tax relief has been extended to the 2023 taxation year in order help 
shallow gas producers cut costs, project jobs and remain competitive in the face 
of economic pressures affecting the natural gas industry. 


At the same time, the extension of the PERC program is a short-term solution 
meant to address the financial challenges municipalities may be facing.   


Over the long term, the legislative changes restoring the special lien provides 
municipalities with a more effective mechanism to recover unpaid taxes from oil 
and gas companies. 


Can municipalities 
provide proof of tax 


arrears on linear 
property and 


machinery and 
equipment if 
requested? 


 
Section 350 of the MGA enables municipalities to provide, upon request, a tax 
certificate showing the address or legal description, the amount owing for the 
year, and tax arrears and any tax deferrals. Municipalities may charge a fee for 
this service. However, disclosure of names or any other identifying information 
without consent from the company would be contrary to Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy requirements. 


 





